      LOVE ACROSS CULTURES

       Every Good Marriage Begins With Tears

      Simon Chambers

      Two Bangladeshi girls born and raised in London are about to get married, 

      but their fiancés were chosen by their parents. The elder of the two 

      sisters is quick-witted and coarse-mannered, while the other is more 

      submissive and devout. But both have their doubts. Simon Chambers followed 

      the months leading up to the big day from close up. He films the family 

      before the future bridegrooms arrive in Great Britain for a visit. At that 

      point, everything still seems all right. But when Chambers drops by a few 

      months later to see how things are going, the whole situation has changed. 

      One sister has left the house, she has a job and a new boyfriend; the 

      other sister also refuses to marry the man her parents have picked out for 

      her. The director is more than just an anonymous filmmaker - the family 

      treats him like a family friend and they regularly address him directly or 

      ask his opinion during a domestic dispute, which he then gives in the 

      voice-over. Chambers accompanies them to Bangladesh for the youngest 

      sister's wedding, and to look for her elder sister, who has disappeared 

      completely. The film offers a rare, candid and humorous glimpse into the 

      life of a family and the clash of generations and cultures.

      Director: Simon Chambers 

      UK, 2006 , 62 min

	BRIDE KIDNAPPING IN KYRGYZSTAN
Petr Lom

In Kyrgyzstan, it is not unusual for a girl to go to school carefree in the morning, but to end up a bride in a family of strangers by nightfall. It is no use to put up a struggle. Young Kairgul is calmly waiting for the school bus. She does not suspect that the man hanging out on the curb has evil intentions, but the next moment, he pushes her into a passing car and kidnaps her to become his bride. “I don't want to be late for school,” she shouts. “Your classes are over,” he dryly responds. In Kyrgyzstan, Central Asia, men abduct a bride if they are not rich enough to pay a dowry. The kidnapping is often discussed beforehand in the potential groom's family: who has a car available, what the girl should be able to do, and where she will live. After the abduction, the new in-laws inform the girl’s parents, who often accept the “proposal.” Kidnapping a bride is the usual state of affairs. “We have all been abducted,” women tell a freshly kidnapped girl who reluctantly stands in a corner. Director Petr Lom films the brides, the grooms and the in-laws, and tells the story from this remote country in five chapters. By the way, the native men wear nice hats.

Filmography:  Petr Lom  2004
Canada, Kyrgyzstan, 2004
51 min


Divorce Iranian Style

Kim Longinotto

Hilarious, tragic, stirring, this fly-on-the-wall look at several weeks in an Iranian divorce court provides a unique window into the intimate circumstances of Iranian women’s lives. Following Jamileh, whose husband beats her; Ziba, a 16 year old trying to divorce her 38 year old husband; and Maryam, who is desperately fighting to gain custody of her daughters, this deadpan chronicle showcases the strength, ingenuity, and guile with which they confront biased laws, a Kafakaesque administrative system, and their husbands’ and families’ rage to gain divorces. 

With the barest of commentary, Longinotto turns her cameras on the court and lets it tell its own story. Dispelling images of Iran as a country of war, hostages, and “fatwas”, and Iranian women as passive victims of a terrible system, this film is a subtle, fascinating look at women’s lives in a country which is little known to most Americans. Directed by Kim Longinotto, 

A film by Kim Longinotto and Ziba Mir-Hosseini
England, 1998, 80 minutes 


	


	Why have women with higher educations have trouble finding a life partner? 

In her project in four episodes FATAL REACTION the Dutch director Marijke Jongbloed examines this question in New York, Singapore, Bombay/Mumbai and Moskow.  We show 2 documentaries during the congress.

FATAL REACTION : BOMBAY / MUMBAI 

After first having searched in New York and Singapore, the director travelled to Bombay for the third part. Here, the liberties of girls have become entangled in age-long traditions, in which they are born 'to marry' - in arranged marriages. However, after the Western model modern Indian women increasingly choose a proper education and a career. And if they are interested in marriage, they want to gain emotional satisfaction from it and be able to choose their own partners. An actress and a therapist talk about their clash with religion and family. Although they are happy with their social careers and their lives as single women, their environment shows little understanding for these personal choices. 

Director Marijke Jongbloed, 1997 , 60 min 

FATAL REACTION - MOSKOU   is the final episode in a four-part personal odyssey by Marijke Jongbloed 

Moscow is a city ruled by chaos. The Mafia and megabucks dictate this chaos, politics is adrift. Despite seventy years of state propaganda disseminating the equality of the sexes, particularly now it is clear how superficially this theory has taken root. Both men and women cling to extreme stereotyped ideas about male and female roles. The central character Larisa Bravitskaja (40) is looking for a strong man with backbone, who can solve his own and her problems. Tamara Shkoenova attributes the current lack of men to the many wars and the alcohol problem. Galina Dutkina, writer of Moscow Days, says: 'Nobody trusts another person anymore. One uses the other, unfortunately also in relationships between men and women.'

Director Marijke Jongbloed, 2000, 59 min 



	Georgy and the Butterflies

Andrej Paounov
Georgy and the Butterflies tells the story of a man and his dream. This man is Dr Georgy Lulchev, a psychiatrist, neurologist, administrator, amateur chef, entrepreneur and Director of the Home for Psychologically Challenged Men. His dream is to organize a farm in the yard of the Home, situated in a former 16th century monastery 20 km away from Sofia, where the patients can raise snails, ostriches and pheasants, produce silk fibers and soy bread. 

In a country where 80% of the population lives in poverty, every day is marked by the struggle to survive. To overcome the shortage of funds, the Director organizes different activities for subsistence.  During the last 15 years, Georgy has tried to implement some unconventional business ideas, failed and resumed his efforts with unflagging enthusiasm.

This is a story full of optimism, snails, ostriches, silk, charity, soy bread, schizophrenic, foreign investors, Western hunters, misery and compassion 

Compassion, business, butterflies 

Director : Andrej Paounov 

Bulgaria, 2004
60 min




